THE MANUSCRIPTS
2788,  2797   and  2790,  the two  former being  "codices  aurei."
Many are illuminated, some being among the finest examples.
The works of the Fathers and the Councils and Canons of the
Church form a natural supplement to the Bible. This is a large class;
we may perhaps select a copy of the Martyrologium of Usuardus
(3062)5 written in the ninth century, very near the date of composi-
tion, and an equally nearly contemporary Epistles of Alcuin (208).
The Harleys were, however, the first English collectors to be inter-
ested in the Christian Churches of the East, Syriac, Samaritan, Greek
and Russian, and the Harleian copies of the liturgical books of these
Churches are the foundation of that part of the Museum Library,
just as are the Hebrew MSS. The service books of the Western
Church were a less original subject of collection, but the Harleys
were, again, the first to collect them at all methodically, and apart
from the palaeographical and artistic value of many they represent
the development of the Latin Liturgy through a great number of
local Uses; if one is to be mentioned, it may perhaps be a ninth-
century Soissons Missal in two volumes (2991, 2992).
Until the Middle Ages were nearing their end, the books
chosen for illumination were all books of the Church. Of splendid
examples of the foreign schools of illumination there had been no
English collection to compare with the Harleys, most of the finest
books in the Cotton and Royal Libraries being of the English school,
good specimens of which are also to be found among the Harleian
MSS., such as the Winchester Psalter (2904), the eleventh-century
Bury St. Edmunds Gospels (76), and a copy of the Utrecht Psalter
(603) written about A.D. 1000. Exceptionally fine are the Carlovin-
gian Codex Aureus (2788), .of the Gospels, written in gold letters
about A.D. 800, with pictures of the Evangelists and illuminated
borders, a ninth-century Latin Bible, the whole book being repre-
sented by the part before the Psalms only (2805), justly described
by Nare as "a most pompous copy," a tenth-century Latin Gospels
(2821), the eleventh-century Bible of Anjou Cathedral in two
volumes (2833, 2834), a late twelfth-century Psalter (2895), a part
(the rest being at Oxford and Paris) of a Latin Bible History with
moralized interpretations (1526, 1527), and the mid-fourteenth-